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and the Minister, his family and his staff, were installed in the
handsome group of buildings that lie within the walled garden.
A few days were spent in charming surroundings and now and
again an excursion was made into the arcaded streets of the
attractive bazaar quarter. Then one early morning in biting cold
I climbed on board a monoplane and in less than six hours was
in the almost stifling heat of Baghdad once again. During my
absence King Feisal had returned from his visit to Europe, It
was my privilege to have a long and very interesting conversation
with His Majesty. The past, present and future of Iraq were
touched upon and the relations of that country to England and
with the League of Nations. King Feisal has a charming per-
sonality and a shrewd penetrating mind and is the happy
possessor of a remarkable sense of humour which came into
play in his descriptions of certain political situations within his
realms. His friendship to England is evident. There was no
mistaking his sincerity or his intention to preserve the cordial
relations of the two countries. Although my reception by the
King was a private and personal visit His Majesty invited me,
and I readily acquiesced, to send the following message to
The Times.
" King Feisal desires me to convey to the people of Great
Britain through the columns of The Times his deep sympathy
and sincere condolences with them on the occasion of the airship
disaster. He believes that the sacrifice of valuable lives will lead
to renewed efforts for eventual success ; the crew of R 101 have
not perished in vain.*
" His Majesty also desires to state that his recent visit to England
was one not only of great interest but also of the happiest results.
He trusts that the co-operation of England and Iraq will thereby
be strengthened and will increase in the future. Since the early
days of the King's intimate relations with Great Britain his
affection for the British nation has grown in depth and sincerity,
and the support and encouragement he has always received will
be a guarantee for the maintenance of good will and bring
happiness and prosperity to Iraq.
" Iraq is suffering from the world crisis, but he looks to better
days. Such a crisis serves as a lesson for the future, demanding
additional effort and endeavour. He is particularly desirous of
augmenting the agricultural wealth of the country, but Iraq is
* The R 101 had beea lost a few days before.

